adolescents per year in the UK. It is unfortunate that the defined age range varies from chapter to chapter; absolute numbers are difficult to compare. The commonest malignancies in this age range are the lymphomas, leukaemia, brain tumours and bone and soft tissue sarcomas, representing between two-thirds and three-quarters of all adolescent cancers. The book offers accounts of the clinical features of these tumours (apart from brain tumours), but the breadth and depth of information is very variable; drug management of bone tumours is described in some detail, whereas for drug management of lymphomas you will need to turn elsewhere.
Interspersed between the different tumour types are chapters on psychological and psychiatric morbidity, late effects and quality of life. These might have been better grouped together before the more general chapters at the end, which give some personal views on the place of care and the benefits and problems of such units. I was disappointed to find no chapter on terminal care despite the statistic that one-third of teenagers with cancer will not be cured and the special challenges of caring for the dying teenager.
If 20 adolescent teenage cancer units were built in the UK I estimate they would each have 30-40 new patients a year, meaning small numbers of each individual malignancy. Where the chapters were written by oncologists who cross the adult/ paediatric divide, I was struck by the way most of their experience with rare cancers had been gained through their adult practice (92% of the sarcomas and 85% of lymphomas were in adults). If the age range of such units were extended to include young adults (another group with distinct problems) then the numbers of patients so managed would double or triple and there would be a concentration of patients receiving intensive treatment along with the necessary physical and psychosocial support. It would be important that care was shared between paediatric oncologists, with their expertise with children and adolescents, and the now site-specialized adult oncologists with large caseloads and hence experience. The sharing of expertise and experience would benefit patients and also the professionals. Many inherited disorders of skin are rare; this fact combined with their terrifyingly confusing classification and nomenclature makes it difficult for the clinical dermatologist to get to grips with these important diseases. Major recent advances in molecular biology have in many cases clarified our understanding of genetic skin disease, and a comprehensive up-to-date survey of this field is therefore timely. Inherited Skin Disorders: the Genodermatoses is a very worthy effort at providing just such a work. The book is clearly laid out, being divided into three sections. The introductory section includes an excellent overview of molecular genetics, some essential background embryology and a fascinating glimpse of veterinary genetic disease. The book finishes with general aspects of management, such as genetic counselling, prenatal diagnosis and the future of gene therapy. The bulk of it, and the section most likely to prove of use to the generalist, is devoted to the specific genetic skin diseases.
E J Chambers
There is a satisfying logic to the way in which the chapters in the main section are organized, each one dealing either with a particular group of disorders, where these are well recognized entities (e.g. epidermolysis bullosa, the ichthyoses), or by the principal tissue of involvement (disorders of pigmentation, vascular disorders, the hair and scalp, and so on). This layout makes it an easy text to find one's way about and permits perusal of a topic without having first to recognize and name a syndrome. This central section of the book, while wide in its range, cannot be regarded as fully comprehensive.
Notable omissions are those disorders that are not invariably familial but frequently are, including angioneurotic oedema, benign appendageal tumours and pityriasis rubra pilaris, to mention a random selection. Omissions aside, most of the chapters are excellent, giving clear descriptions of the clinical features and genetics of many of the major genetic disorders. Good use is made of simplifying tables where appropriate, and this is particularly valuable in summarizing the details of multisystem syndromes. The individual chapters are on the whole well referenced, with the references conveniently grouped at the end of the relevant paragraphs, a far more user-friendly arrangement than an exhaustive reference list at the chapter end.
The editors have made an admirable attempt to obtain consistency of style and format between the various chapters, despite the multiple authorship, by the use of similar subheadings throughout. This has not always been wholly successful. Regrettably, it is the sections that deal with treatment of the specific diseases that suffer most from inconsistency and are the most conspicuously variable in quantity and quality. Some, such as the superb chapter by David Atherton on epidermolysis bullosa, give a wealth of sound practical advice on management aspects; at the opposite extreme, some chapters devote only a line or two to the subject or even, inexplicably, omit any mention of treatment altogether, even where there is published work on therapeutics. This is a disappointing oversight from the viewpoint of the clinical dermatologist.
These reservations do not detract from the overall excellence of the book which will prove of immense value not only to the clinical dermatologist but also to any clinician or scientist with an interest in genetic disease. Certainly any dermatology library would be incomplete without a copy, though for my money it would have to complement rather than displace its most recent rival, Dermatology and the New Genetics by Moss and Savin, which though less detailed is more comprehensive.
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